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The conference “Making Space. Architecture and reuse”, organized by the Universita degli Studi di
Udine intends to present a reflection - methodological, theoretical and planning - on the themes of
reuse, redevelopment and redefinition of abandoned and disused spaces and architecture of the city.
The aim is to offer a broad and composite mapping of intervention projects and practices to return
the state of the art on these issues within the European context.

The conference is an opportunity for discussion between European professionals and researchers
who have taken reconversion - although understood at different scales and through different
approaches - as a design theme and architectural reflection.

Disposal and reuse are addressed according to a dual interpretation referring both to the climatic,
environmental and social challenges that concern our contemporaneity, to offer critical insights
relating to complex and unavoidable issues such as the reduction of land consumption, the reuse of
materials, the reduction of “waste” from construction processes; both by proposing a rereading of
abandoned buildings and architecture on an urban scale, to reflect on the architectural-urban-spatial
possibilities that these places are able to cover within the city.

The characteristics and presence of the Friulian territory become a stimulus to question, through the
project, the form that the urban landscape can take on; to understand assonances and dissonances
that separate-link Italy to other experiences in the European context and which can condition the
results of architectural interventions, to promote the “naturalness” with which regeneration
procedures of abandoned urban areas are inserted into the planning and management processes of
the territory.

Central will be the projects and experiences that have addressed similar issues in different
geographical and historical contexts - linking ecological and architectural, social and urban aspects -
and which will be taken up by the conference as a further opportunity to frame the Friulian territory
and the city of Udine, in particular, from different perspectives, setting in motion the ability to see
what is known, in a misaligned and unprecedented way.

The conference is part of the research project for young researchers, selected and funded under the Research and
Innovation Program “iNEST - Interconnected Nord-Est Innovation Ecosystem” (code ECS_00000043), using PNRR
resources. Funded by the European Union - Next GenerationEU
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